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The children are back in school. The 
leaves are turning. There is crispness in 
the air. There is no mistaking that fall has 
arrived which will soon turn into winter. 
With this change in season we look 
toward the upcoming holidays with 
anticipation. It’s not too early to start 
thinking about holiday safety. 
 

Each year millions of motorists travel 
during the period from Thanksgiving to 
New Years and each year some motorists 
never reach their destination. There are 
some things that you can do to make sure 
your holidays are safe. 
 

�� Buckle up.  Seatbelts and shoulder 
harnesses save lives but only if you 
wear them. 

 

�� Don’t drink and drive. Select a 
designated driver. 

 

�� Slow down during inclement 
weather. I’m always amazed at the 
number of 4 wheel drive vehicles we 
find in the ditch, resting on their 
roof, when we get even a small 
amount of snow. 4 wheel drive 
vehicles won’t prevent you from 
losing control on snow and ice. 

 

�� Teach young teenage drivers about 
the dangers of ice and snow on the 
roadway. Remember, unlike you, 
most have not experienced how 
quickly a driver can lose control of a 
vehicle on slippery roads. 

 

Holiday safety is not just about safe 
driving. It’s about safe traveling. 
 

�� Keep your purse strap around your 
shoulder and neck. It makes it much 
more difficult for a thief to grab your 

purse and run….and don’t leave your 
purse unattended in a shopping cart. 
We have had a number of cases 
where a thief will distract a woman 
in a supermarket while an 
accomplice removes her wallet from 
the purse. 

 

�� Men should keep their wallet in a 
front pocket when in a crowd. There 
are still pickpockets out there. 

 

�� Use the secondary lock in your hotel 
room and don’t leave valuables in the 
room. 

 

�� Close and lock your hotel room door 
and windows. 

 

�� Know where the nearest hotel fire 
exit is and when you first arrive at 
your room count the doorways to the 
exit. This way you can find your way 
to the nearest exit even in a smoke 
filled hallway. The same applies to 
knowing where the exits are in an 
airliner and count the seatbacks to 
the exit prior to takeoff. 

 

Finally, be aware of scams. “If it is too 
good to be true…it probably is.”  There 
are a number of scams out there. Beware 
of people overpaying you by mail for 
merchandise or people you don’t know 
sending you checks in the mail. Chances 
are all these people want to do is separate 
you from your money. 
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The Dakota Communication Center (DCC) introduced a 
new community notification system to residents of 
Dakota County.  The system is called CodeRed.  The 
system went online September 8th and was installed to 
help public safety agencies communicate with the public 
during emergencies.  Hazardous materials spills, 
pandemic warnings, missing children or vulnerable 
adults are some of the circumstances when the system 
would be used.  The system is designed to deliver a 
message to every known phone number in Dakota 
County.    
 

While the system contains nearly 260,000 residential 
and business telephone numbers, residents and 
businesses are encouraged to self-register their mobile 
phones, text devices and e-mail addresses.  The DCC 
strongly encourages people who rely on mobile phones, 

have recently moved, have changed phone numbers or 
those who wish to receive notification by text or e-mail 
to self-register.  Residents can choose more than one 
way to be notified.   
 

A brief test was conducted on September 16th in which a 
brief recorded message announcing the test and 
encouraging self registration of cell phones was used.  
Caller ID will display the number 866-419-5000, which 
can be called to repeat the recorded message.  The 
system will leave a message on phones equipped with 
voice mail in the event of no answer. 
 

To register or learn more, people may visit the DCC 
website at www.mn-dcc.org and click on the “CodeRed” 
link.  Those without internet service may contact the 
Dakota Communications Center at 651-322-8660 
between 7 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

When using the United States mail to send in your tax 
returns, always drop them in a secured mail box/drop or 
at the Post Office. 
 
You  have personal information on these forms that 
someone could use to claim your identity such as: 
�� Social Security Numbers 
�� Routing numbers for your bank accounts 
�� Income information that someone could use to 

open credit accounts without your knowledge (ID 
theft) 

�� Home address 
 
When using the Internet to file your taxes: 
�� Use all precautions you normally use for opening 

charge accounts with online businesses 
�� Turn off computers when not in use 
�� When surfing the internet, hackers can get into 

your computer and gather personal information 
�� Check on firewalls and home computer security 

measures for your personal computer 
�� There is software that encrypts or scrambles the 

purchase information you send over the internet 

Costumes: 
1. My costume is short and snug.  Baggy sleeves, big 

capes, puffy skirts can trip you up and catch fire if 
they brush against jack-o-lanterns or candle flames. 

2. My shoes fit.  Big floppy shoes that are hard to walk 
in may make you fall. 

3. My costume props are flexible.  Costume props can 
hurt you badly if you fall. Make sure swords, 
knives, etc. are made of flexible plastic or rubber. 

4. The eyeholes of my mask are wide enough.  Make 
sure if you wear a mask that it fits you properly and 
the eye-holes allow you to see fully.  Don’t wear a 
mask that is too loose; it can block your vision.  
Even better, paint your face instead of wearing a 
mask.  Make-up is a better option over masks. 

Streets 
1. Drivers can see my costume in the dark.  Be original 

with a glow in the dark costume by attaching some 
reflective tape and stickers or carry a glow stick. 

2. I’m trick or treating in a group.  Don’t go it alone.  
Kids, if you are under 13, make sure you go with an 
adult.  Older kids should always go with buddies. 

3. I cross the streets at crosswalks and intersections.  
Stop at street corners.  Look left, right and left again 
before crossing, and don’t cross between parked 
cars!  Remember, never step into the street without 
looking to see if a vehicle is coming. 

Treats: 
1. I make sure my parents check my treats before I eat 

them.  Pick only wrapped candy when you trick or 
treat.  Ask your parents to check all treats. 
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The winter season brings its own parking issues.  
The Apple Valley Police Department would like 
to bring to your attention three winter parking 
essentials:  3:00 a.m. – 6:00 a.m. parking, 
snowbirds, and running vehicles. 
 

City Ordinance prohibits on-street parking for 
more than five minutes between the hours of 3:00 
a.m. and 6:00 a.m.  Although this rule is in effect 
throughout the year, it is especially important in 
the winter to keep vehicles off the roadways 
overnight when snow could fall and bring the 
plows. 

City ordinance also prohibits parking on City streets 
at any time during snow plowing operations.  If you 
hear a forecast of two or more inches of snow, find 
off-street parking. 
 

City ordinance also prohibits leaving keys inside or 
the ignition running on an unlocked, unattended 
vehicle.  Vehicle thefts happen often in winter when 
owners leave their vehicle running to warm it up or 
keep it warm. 
 

Keep these three winter parking essentials in mind 
for a smooth winter season. 
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The 1st annual Night to Unite was a huge success!  We 
started out the day with the annual Business Watch 
picnic!  Over 300 people enjoyed hotdogs/brats, chips, 
and a beverage!  Culver’s was on hand handing out 
frozen custard!  The new location at Fire Station 1 
proved to be a good move.  The Apple Valley Fire 
Department had a fire truck on display and Allina 
Medical Transportation had an ambulance available 
for viewing. 
 

The Apple Valley Senior Center got in on the fun and 
excitement of Night to Unite by hosting an afternoon 
of BINGO.  Celebrity guest caller Sergeant John 
Bermel did a wonderful job calling the games!  Prizes 
donated by Walmart were given to the winners of the 
five games played.  A good time was had by all! 
 

The evening culminated with 107 neighborhood 
gatherings scheduled throughout the city.   This year 
we had 10 groups assigned to visit neighborhood 
parties not including the Fire Department which had 
their own list.  The groups were assigned a specific 
area of the city with approximately 4-5 parties each.  
This allowed each group to cut down on travel time 
between each party.  This proved to be about the 
perfect number of parties to attend!  The Mayor and 
Chief of Police were not so lucky.  They had quite a 
few parties request their presence!   
 

Again this year we promoted a school supply drive for 
kids in need in Independent School District 196.  The 
campaign provided each neighborhood a general 
supply list for elementary, middle and high schools in 

the district.  Each neighborhood was encouraged to 
donate supplies so that all kids in the district would 
have enough supplies to start the school year.  We had 
an overwhelming response to this campaign again this 
year.  We collected an entire mini van full of supplies!!  
The supplies were given to the Community Action 
Council (CAC), a non-profit organization providing 
various services to families in need.   
 

New this year we had tremendous support from our 
local Walmart store.  Walmart generously donated 
$500 to the police department which we then turned 
into $10 gift cards and gave out to the first 50 parties 
to come in and pick up their coordinator packs.  
Walmart also provided support for the annual Business 
Watch picnic by helping out with the grilling and raffle 
ticket sales.  In addition they donated $500 worth of 
prizes handed out to those who purchased raffle 
tickets!  They also supported our afternoon of BINGO 
with the Seniors by donating the prizes awarded during 
that gathering.  The generous support from Walmart as 
a sponsor for Night to Unite has proven to be a great 
benefit to our city!    
 

The commitment to Night to Unite by the Mayor, City 
Council, Police Department, Fire Department, Parks 
and Recreation Department and many other 
individuals and businesses continues to grow!  With 
our first Night to Unite now behind us, we look 
forward to another great endeavor with continued 
support in 2010! 
 



���������	
��

��

 

Enhancing Road Safety in Minnesota 
 

Primary Seat Belt Law 
Minnesota’s seat belt law is a primary offense, meaning drivers and 
passengers in all seating positions must be buckled up or in the correct 
child restraint. 

Law enforcement can stop motorists directly for seat belt violations. 
 

Booster Seat Law 
A child who is both under age 8 and shorter than 4 feet 9 inches is 
required to be fastened in a child safety seat that meets federal safety 
standards.  Under this law, a child cannot use a seat belt alone until they 
are age 8 or 4 feet 9 inches tall.  It is recommended to keep a child in a 
booster based on their height, rather than their age. 
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Each day hundreds of Law Enforcement Officers are 
assisting (and citing) drivers on all sorts of roadways.  
Drivers often wonder what to do when they approach this 
scenario.  Here are some tips to help increase officer 
safety and ultimately decrease officer fatalities on the 
road: 
�� Don’t be distracted.  That includes using the cell 

phone, eating, putting on makeup and/or changing the 
radio while driving. 

�� Drive within the speed limit. 
�� Be alert of vehicles pulled over, especially law 

enforcement. 
�� Give officers room on the road to do their job safely! 
�� Watch officers’ hands as they direct traffic. 
�� Keep the volume on your car stereo at a reasonable 

level and don’t wear headphones while you drive. 
�� Only drive when sober 
�� Report drunk drivers. 
 
Let’s do our part to keep law enforcement safe!! 
 
Have a new or upcoming young driver in the house? Take 
advantage of the time while driving with a teen to talk 
about the safety hazards.  Teach them safe driving habits 
and how to avoid or properly handle problems on the road.  
If you wait until they are in the driver’s seat to do this, 
they might be too nervous or distracted to understand what 
you point out.  Take advantage of the years leading up to 
their legal driving age. 

Make sure teens know what to do if they are asked to 
pull over on the road: 
�� Follow the officer’s directions. 
�� Pull over off to the right as soon as safely possible. 
�� Leave the officer enough room to walk up to your 

car on the shoulder. 
�� Put your car in Park. 
�� Turn the engine off. 
�� Turn off your radio. 
�� Roll your window down. 
�� Turn on your interior light. 
�� Keep your hands where the officer can see them.  

Do not look in your glove compartment until you 
are directed to do so. 
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