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Teen driving crashes have become a Limit the number of passengers they

serious issue in Minnesota that can not be
ignored anymore. In today’s fast paced
society, teenagers are bombarded with
many distractions while driving. Most
teenage drivers have their cell phones
turned on while driving. Add in other
distractions such as iPods, car stereos, G
units and friends, and the mix can quickly
become dangerous, even deadly. The
number one killer of Minnesota teens
today is car crashes.

can transport at any one time during
the first year they drive.

Limit the hours they can drive from
5:00 a.m. to midnight, unless curfew
is before that time (Sunday-Thursday
curfew is 11:00 p.m.)

Make sure that their cell phone is off,
If it is on while they drive, an
incoming call or text may distract
them. They can easily turn on the cell
phone in an emergency.

The requirements to receive a driver’s
license in Minnesota are minimal. How
many parents really know what to teach
their sons and daughters when they get
their driving permits? How long has it
been since most parents of teens took
drivers education? The Minnesota Contact your insurance company or AAA
Legislature is currently debating a bill for additional information. Most

(Senate File #1605) that would help make insurance companies give a discount to

It is all right to pay for additional driver’'s
education instructor time. The more
driving time your teen spends with a
certified driver education instructor the
better. There are also many teen defensive
driving courses that are available.

our teenage drivers safer. How will this bil you for having your teen complete a
help? It will restrict the number of non-  defensive driving course. This is a very
family passengers that a novice driver ma important issue. Taking the time to work
transport to one person under the age of z with a young driver will give you peace o

and it will prohibit novice drivers from

being behind the wheel between the hours

of midnight and 5:00 a.m. Minnesota is
one of only four states left that does not
have night-time restrictions, or passenger
restrictions for novice drivers.

What can you do to help your teenager
when they have their permit, or just
received their driver’s license? Here are
some suggestions:
Take them on the road more than the
minimum required hours. Get them
out in all weather conditions.
When out driving, point out other
distracted drivers (when you can do sc
safely, of course).
Make sure that everyone in the vehicle
is wearing a seat belt.

mind, and save you money.

Adjusting

Seat Belt Vehicle

Non-Use

Eating and  Cell Phones/

b Drinking

Taking  controls

In Minnescta from 1999 fo 2003, 442 persons were killed and mare than
45,000 were injured in crashes involving drivers ages 16-18, During that
same time pericd, 305 teanagers were killed in traffic crashes —

74 parcent weren t wearing seaf belts.

The Road to Teen Tragedy: Primary Teen Driver Errors

May 31—Dakota
County Car Seat
Clinic

June 12th—Last Day
of School

June 15th—Father’s
Day

June 21st—Summer
begins

July 4th—
Independence Day

August 5th—National
Night Out

August 4th—10th—
Dakota County Fair
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Spring is in the air! That means that prom and graduatiol
are not far off. Unfortunately, the coming of spring also
heralds another tradition — prom and graduation parties
where teens may gain access to alcohol, sometimes
provided by parents. For high school students, smémg

be the happiest and most memorable time of the year —
it can also lead to disaster.

Why should parents be concerned?

Alcohol use by teens leads to many costly consequences
all of them preventable. Underage alcohol use is related
traffic crashes, crime, teenage pregnancies, sexually
transmitted diseases, suicides, drowning, and poor
performance in school. A study of prom-graduation traffic
fatalities during nine spring weekends in 2000 found from
58 percent to 64 percent were alcohol-related, according
the National Traffic Safety Administration. More than 100
fatalities were reported each weekend. Don't let your chils
become a tragic statistic!

Nearly one in five Dakota County 1 gjraders report they
get alcohol from their parents and/or family members.
Adults who provide alcohol to teens also face criminal an
civil consequences. Adults who provide alcohol to minor:
can be charged with a gross misdemeanor and go to jail
for up to one year and be fined up to $3,000. In additio
any adult who provides alcohol to an underage drinker ce
be sued for any damages that result.

Parents can prevent underage alcohol use.

Never buy alcohol for your teen, their friends, or
anyone under 21. It's against the law.

Do not allow your teen to have parties with alcohol or
your property.

Network with other parents, and let them know that
you do not want alcohol available.

Tell your teen that it is against the family rules for
them to drink alcohol.

Talk and listen to your children. Be straightforward
and honest with them about the real impact of alcoho
If you choose to use alcohol, use it responsibly.
Remember, you are your children’s role model.

Let law enforcement know about any establishments
or people providing alcohol to anyone under 21.

When your teen is giving a party:
Establish basic ground rules. Stress that
responsibility for hosting the party belongs to both
you and your teen. Create a guest list and stick to it;

%

this eliminates the possibility of uninvited guests. Be
sure to let your teen know in advance that alcohol and
other drug use is strictly prohibited.

You and your teen should know the law and the
consequences of providing alcohol or other drugs.

You are legally responsible for anything that happens
to a minor who has been served alcohol or uses other
drugs in your home.

Stay home during the party. Provide adequate
supervision without going overboard. Don't hang
around, but be seen regularly. Be aware of the signs of
alcohol and other drug use. Don't allow guests to come
and go; this reduces the risk of teens going off to drink
and use drugs and then return.

Ask people to leave if they try to bring in alcohol

and other drugs. Call the police if anyone you ask to
leave refuses to do so.

Contact the parents of anyone who arrives at the

party under the influence. Do not allow anyone who

is drunk to drive home. Provide transportation.

Plan a party with a theme, and games. Be sure to

keep refreshments and non-alcoholic beverages well
stocked. Get out and meet your teen's friends.

Tell the police and your neighbors you are having a
party. Discuss an agreeable parking plan. The police
will help protect all that are involved in the party: your
guests, your neighbors and you.

When your teen is attending a party:

Call the host. Know where your teen will be, how
long, and what will and will not be served. Do not allow
your teen to attend if alcohol is being served. Verify with
the parent of the party giver that the party will be well
chaperoned.

Be aware of how your teen will get to and from the
party. Tell your child never to ride home with a driver
who is under the influence of alcohol and/or other drugs.
Talk to your child about situations where he or she should
call for a ride home.

Set the time your teen will be expected to get home.
Be awake or have your teen awaken you upon arrival.

If your child stays with a friend overnight, check with
the friend's parents to verify the plans. Don't allow last
minute "spontaneous” sleepovers, if possible.

**Information provided by Dakota County Public H&al

I

&

Under 12:
Sunday—Thursday: 9 pm—5 am
Friday & Saturday: 10 pm—5 am

Ages 12-14
Sunday—Thursday: 10 pm—5 am
Saturday & Sunday: 11 pm—>5 am

Ages 15-17
Sunday—Thursday: 11 pm—5 am

Friday & Saturday: Midnight—5 am
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Mark your calendars, National Night Out is Tuesday, yards on August 5th. This helps our visiting digries

August 5th this year! The Apple Valley Police
Department will again be promoting this very

important crime prevention event throughout theg! cit

On that night we encourage citizens to lock thaint
doors, turn their front lights on and spend thenawg

outdoors getting to know their
neighbors.

In order to help promote
participation we are bringing bac
the Picnic Party Packs for those
neighborhoods who register thei
National Night Out gathering witl
us. The Party Picnic Pack consi
of 20 paper plates, napkins, sets
plastic silverware, and Kool Aid
and lemonade.

We will again be hosting a schoc.

locate your party a little easier. Remember tegaad
welcome those folks from the City Council, Fire
Department and Police Department who come to visit
your gathering.
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supply drive with the help of our local Target stor

Target is a national sponsor of National Night @

are always a big supporter of our local efforts.

Those neighborhoods registering for the first timik
get a National Night Out Yard sign to post in their

Our Business Watch program will
again be hosting its annual
National Night Out picnic with
hotdogs, chips and cookies
available for all! We encourage
our business community to attend
this lively event as well as our
neighborhood partners.

The Apple Valley Police
Department wants to make
National Night Out 2008 even
bigger and better than years past.
Please talk to your neighbors and

organize an event this year. If you always havién
past we thank you! If you need more information on
how to organize this year, please contact Crime
Prevention Specialist Pam Walter at 952-953-2 A&
look forward to seeing you on August 5th!!
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When the warm weather arrives so does the garage sale season. &asacgnde fun and profitable. They are a great way

of getting rid of those extra items around the house tkegtat taking up space. The friendly and inviting atmospbéthe
garage sale can also bring people that take advantage of a wel@emwirgnment.

The following are crime prevention tips that can help you hateeessful sale;

Before the Sale:

Get help from your friends and neighbors. Have two or
more people on duty, especially during rush times.

to your checkout table.

During the Sale:

Plan to stay at your sale the entire time. Do not leave it

unattended.
Place smaller, more expensive, easy-to-pocket items next Keep a minimal amount of cash on hand.

Don’t answer personal questions about your schedule,

Cover items in your garage you are not selling. Remove living situation, or what'’s in your house.
expensive items and items not for sale.
Let your neighbors know about your sale so they don't

leave their garage doors open and allow others to see whdDo not let people use your house for any reason—trying

is kept in their garages.

It is safest to hold your sale outside of your house.

Consider methods to manage parking.
If you set up the night before, make sure your garage win-Beware of distractions that could draw your attention
dows are covered and that your garage is secure.
Have a telephone available at your sale in case you need Accepting checks is a personal choice. Use caution.
Keep keys and garage door openers out of sight.

to call for help.
Secure dogs and other pets.

Do not attach flyers to utility or light poles or trees.

Keep your house locked while you are in the garage or

yard.

on clothing, to use the restroom or test an appliance.

Leave a radio or TV on in the house so it seems as though

someone is inside.

away from the money and/or valuables.




The Dakota County Child Passenger Safety Initiagwagain offering a
free car seat clinic on Saturday, May 31 from 9.@aar p.m. The clinic
will be held in the parking ramp of the Wings Fingah Building located at
14958 Glazier Avenue in Apple Valley.

" A At the clinic, parents and caregivers will learmhio properly install their
car seat in their vehicle. We will also check saats for manufacturer re-
calls and expiration dates.

we are on the

web at
cityofapplevalley
.org

In order to attend this free clinic, you must sallecan appointment with
Lori Clemmer from the Lakeville Police Departmenf&2-985-2829.

For more information, feel free to contact Pam \&fadtt 952-953-2706 or
by email at pwalter@cityofapplevalley.org.

Beware of Tax Rebate Scammers

With the first of the government’s tax rebate checks about tax account matters. The only way you can get a tax
in the mail, scammers, no laggards at going where the moi rebate is if you filed a tax return. Similarly, if you get
is, are already hard at work separating taxpayers from theiremail out of the blue from someone claiming to be from the
money. IRS that asks you to call a phone number or email back your
For many scam artists, following the money means personal information, don't click on any links. Forwartbi
following the headlines. And that's certainly true in the cas phishing@irs.gov and then delete it. Clicking on thke im
of the tax rebates, officially “economic stimulus checks.” an unsolicited email can make you susceptible to identity
Here’s how it works: Scammers claiming to be fror theft. The only official IRS website is located at
the Internal Revenue Service of the Social Security WWW.irs.gov.
Administration call and say they need your informationeo b If you get a call from someone who claims to be
able to deposit your rebate directly into your account. The'from the SSA and who asks for your personal information,
may ask for your checking account number, Social Securit: say you are not interested, then hang up. Then call thesSSA’
number, or other personal information—the kind they can toll-free number, 800-772-1213, to verify the reasonter t

use to commit identity theft. contact and the caller’s identity. The SSA will not send
However, you should never give out your personal unsolicited email. For more information, visit www.ss&.go

information over the telephone, and neither the Internal Your first reaction to being asked for personal

Revenue Service (IRS) or the Social Security Administratic information by someone you don’t know should always be to

(SSA) will ever ask you to provide it in response to an say “No”!

unsolicited call or email.

The IRS does not gather information for rebates by Article by the National Crime Prevention Council

telephone. Nor does it send unsolicited emails to taxpayer

Dangerous Dog Ordinance—New

On December 1, 2007, an amendment to the DangareliBotentially Dangerous Dog Ordinance (chaptgpBthe City of
Apple Valley’s Ordinances went into effect. Undee new ordinance, potentially dangerous dogs Havéollowing
requirements: The dog must be kept in a propdosuce. A proper enclosure is defined as any sueaunded by four walls
that are secured to the ground and has a topstksatured to the walls. The opening to the encdoswst be locked with a key
or combination lock. The floor must be embedded the ground at least two feet. Your home cawesas this enclosure
provided that you have taken steps to ensurehkadag is securely confined so that it does namsc Anytime the dog is out
of its enclosure, it must be muzzled and restraored substantial leash that can not be over $ife@ in length. A micro chip
for identification must be implanted in the dog dhd identification number must be provided to@ity. You must present a
Certificate of Liability Insurance issued by anuirence company authorized to conduct businessdrsthte that specifically
states that the owner is insured for any persojaiés inflicted by the potentially dangerous doghe amount of at least
$50,000. You must provide written proof from yausurance provider that clearly states they are@tvet you are the owner
of a potentially dangerous dog. You must notify Bolice Department within 14 days of any deatle, eatransfer of the
Potentially Dangerous Dog.

Dangerous Dogs have the same requirements, ingildmperson may house or keep a dangerous dog is z20ead
residential.




